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St.'.ment of poncy; Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement of 
the Cleanup of Three Mile Island Unit 2 

AGENCY: U.s. Nuclear Replatol)' 
CommliliOlL. 
ACTION: Sbltemenl ofpoUcy. 

SUMMARY: On November 21, 1919, the 
Nuclear Replatory CommililOD 
dbected the Ilaff to prepare a 
Pro".ammaUc Envlronmentallmpad 
Statement (PElS) on Ihe 
decontamination and disposal or 
radioactive wastel resultilll from the 
March 28. 1919 accident at Three MUe 
Illand. Unit z. A Statement of Pollcy and 
Notice or Intent legardlnB that decl.loa 
wal pubU.hed In the Federal Realstet oa 
November 27, 1979 (page 87738). ,.. 
Itated at that time: "In the CommilsioD'1 
Judgment an overall 'Iudy of the 
decontamination and disposal procell 
will a .. ist the Commlslion In carJ')'ins 
out It. regulatory responsiblUtiea UDder 
the Atomic Energy Acllo protect the 
pubUc health and .alety a. 
decontamination progres.el. It wiU allo 
be In keeping with the purposel of the 
National Environmental Policy Act to 
eJlaaae the public In the CommlllloD'1 
decilionmaking procesl, and to focul oa 
the environmental inuel and 
altematives before commilmenta 10 
• peclfic clean-up choice. are made.· ,.. 
directed. the Commilsion'sltaff hal 
now completed a final proarammatic 
environmental impact Itatement OD all 
phasel orthe cleanup ofTMI Unit z to 
meet the foreaoins cbjectiveL 

Preparation of this final Itatement h .. 
had the benefit of extensive commen .. 
from aovemment asencies and the 
public. CommenlJ on the draft PElS from 
the Advilory Panel for the 
Decontamination of TMI-Z (a panel 
which the Commission established to 
pro~ide independent advice from local 
omcials, Icientists and individuals In 
the area) had not been received prior to 
completion of the PElS. However, the 
Commission has now receh·ed the 
Panel·, comments and find. that the 
.tafr. final PElS is responsive to those 

comment •. 'l1le Commission concludes 
that thil .tatemenl aalisfies our 
obligations under the National 
Environmental Palicy Act (r..'EPA). 

Now that the environmental impact 
.tatement ror TMI-2 hal been published. 
the Commission belines that the 
)jcensee should accelerate Ihe pace or 
the cleanup to complete expeditiously 
all decontamination acth·ities consistent 
with ensuring protection or public health 
and safety and the environment 

,.. the licen.ee proposes specific 
decontamination alternaUve. (or each 
major cleanup activity, the staff will 
determine whether these proposals and 
the associated impactl that are 
predicted to occur faU Within the Icope 
of those already asses.ed in the PElS. If 
they do not, additional review. will be 
undertaken In accordance with NEPA. 
Each proposed cleanup activity will be 
.:arefully reviewed to a.sure that all 
applicable NRC requirement. to protect 
Ibe. health and .aCety oC the public are 
mel If a Ipeclfic propo.al requires aD 
amendment to the (acility operaUnr 
llcen.e, public notice will be provided In 
accordance with CommiliioD 
replations. The .taff may act on each 
major cleanup activity if the activity and 
associated environmental impacts faU 
within the Icope oC thole already 
a .. ened In the PElS. The .tarr will keep 
the Commission informed of Italf 
actlonl on each major activity prior to 
.. taff approval of the major activity • 

If any cleanup activity and associated 
environmental impact. Call outlide the 
lcope oC those already asse •• ed In the 
PElS, the staff ,hall complete neceasary 
review. In accordance with NEPA and 
NRC requirement., and lubmit 
recommendation. to the Commia.lon. 

Any future proposal for disposition of 
processed accident-generated water 
Ihall be referred to the Commission ror 
approvaL 

On September 26. 1980. thb 
Commiuion i .. ued a Statement of 
Policy on the PeMsylvanla Public Utility 
Commission'l order to the Iicenaee to 
cease and desist from usina any 
operating revenue. for cleanup and 
restoration coati at TMJ-2 which are Dot 
covered by Insurance. We reiterate bere 

our previous position that we will not 
excuse the licensee from compliance 
with any order, regulation or other 
requirement Imposed by thil 
Commilsion to protect public health and 
8afety and the environment 

Furthermore, the cleanup should be 
carried out In accordance with the 
criteria in Appendix R of the PElS as 
,,·ell a. In conformance "ith the existina 
operatin8 Iicen.e (DPR-73) and with 
previously imposed ordefl.' Th. 
appendix R criteria Ipecify Ilmi .. OD the 
dose. which may result to offsile 
individuals from radioactive effluents 
result/III from cleanup and 
decontamination activities. ThOle 
criteria .upplement the exiltiq 
restrictions on the licensee'. cleanup 
activities. 

The Commission expect. to neelve 
contlnuou. advice from the ~ 
AdviJory Pane) on major activities 
required to accomplish expeditioul aDtI 
lafe cleanup of the TMJ-z facility. Tbia 
advice will be Important to the 
Commlu(on throuahout the cleanup 
procelL 

Daled al Wa.blnllOll, D.c.. thlt Z7th cia, of 
AprlJlll1. 

For the Nuclear Rqulatol"J Conuniuloa. 
lalDuel J. 0dIk, 
s.cr.llIry o/"'e Commiu_ 


	

